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Once the rule of just law has been firmly established armed conflict tends to cease. Through the creation of the EU, for instance, armed conflict between Germany and France, archenemies in two World Wars, becomes inconceivable. At the same time, when people’s basic needs are met and they are developing their unique potential, they tend to live together peacefully. It is therefore no coincidence that the UN Charter was adopted after World War II and in 1946 work started on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which was adopted unanimously on December 10th, 1948.

There are two reasons important reasons why we do not have durable peace: 1. The lack of enforced law at the global level; and 2. The fact that Nature’s laws are not recognized as determining whether or not the Planet will support human life. This is resulting in a scrambling for resources and increasing numbers of escalating crises. Here are some ways to involve all people in developing solutions.

Planetary Boundaries Exploring the Safe Operating Space for Humanity brings together the research of 29 scientists in this area. These estimate that humanity has overstepped boundaries that cause a rate of biodiversity loss, climate change and changes in the nitrogen cycle that can at any moment cause the Earth System to shift in a way that will no longer support human life. 
To reverse this critical situation will require nothing less than that 7 billion people shift their thought, behaviour, consumption and production patterns in order to together ensure that the whole Earth System stabilizes within planetary boundaries that will support human life.

The article states: “The Earth’s System is defined as integrated biophysical and socioeconomic processes and interactions (cycles) among the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, cryosphere, the biosphere, geosphere and anthroposphere (human enterprise) in both special—local to global—and temporal scales, which determine the environmental state of the planet within its current position in the universe…“ Planetary boundaries are interdependent so that transgressing one may both shift the position of other boundaries and cause them to be transgressed… This means that it is necessary to “ascertain the safe operating space within which humanity can operate”. “Fixing” individual parts is essential, but insufficient. For in addition all people must become accountable for their individual impact on the Earth System and to motivate people to do this will require that all feel confident that their fundamental human rights can and will be met.
A huge challenge is that we have lost touch with the promptings of natural law and have to make the necessary changes while continually finding out what Nature require. And as this reveals itself, 7 billion people must remain motivated to keep their individual impact within the boundaries allowed by Nature, so that humanity as a whole will be able to survive. 

Since anything but incremental change to our world’s power structures (including within the UN tends to result in resistance the adoption of equal responsibility by 7 billion people must proceed along several tracks at once. Here are three possibilities:

I. Using Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
To keep human activity within biophysical boundaries, according to above research, targets would have to specify the boundaries we must observe. For instance, to avoid climate change would require a target to keep CO2 concentration in the atmosphere to less than 350 ppm and/or to a  maximum change of +1 W m2 in radioactive forcing; to avoid ocean acidification, the mean surface seawater saturation state with respect to aragonite should be kept at about 80% of pre-industrial levels, the annual phosphorus inflow to oceans may not exceed the global weathering of phosphorus; global run-off of fresh water use should be less than 4000 km3/yr of consumptive use of run off resources; the rate at which biodiversity is lost must be brought back to an annual rate of less than ten per million species, etc.
To motivate people to adhere to these targets they must be confident that these will not affect their individual capacity to find fulfillment in their own unique ways. All targets must therefore be directed at the full enjoyment of all fundamental human rights by all; and indicators must: 
1. ensure no one gets left behind, e.g. look at the percentage of women, minorities, people with disabilities and from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, etc., that meet the above target. 

2. stress the degree to which each person is empowered. E.g.: The percentage of people with mobile phones and Internet access, calculated by gender, age, income, etc.

3. be based on both objective and subjective perception of well-being, e.g. percentages of people with access to quality health care, education and governance, and who feel happy.
4. And most importantly: Look at the degree to which all people take responsibility for their individual impact, e.g. the percentage of the population that makes contact with national government officials and receives a personal response; the percentage of people who vote (breakdown by  diverse populations: women, minorities, marginalized, etc); the percentage who participate in UN global consultations; the number of infringements per thousand inhabitants on environmental standards and human rights with a breakdown by organization, income bracket, profession, position (including civil servants.)
II. While people implement the SDGs, governments can take incremental steps to motivate their citizens and other nations to become accountable for their impact on the Earth System
Individual nations can voluntarily, using both a carrot and stick approach:
1. Proclaim Ecocide a Crime Against Peace. A similar step has already been taken by Ecuador where this crime is prosecutable under universal jurisdiction.

2. Strictly cap the use of depletable resources. The EU is already instituting a preventative approach
3. Require each corporation and/or each person to publish their CO2 emissions and, as the Earth System becomes better understood, they can add their other impacts on the environment, thus demonstrating that metrics are implementable. This could lead to a voluntary lowering of individual impacts to “avoid looking bad” and because people experience greater wealth and social stability. 
5. Then gradually make the reporting of metrics mandatory: Each person (official organization) could be apportioned a non-transferable share of the global footprint of the Earth System as a whole to ensure that human’s impact would stay within planetary boundaries. Each would also become a personal beneficiary of the resulting increased wealth and individually receive extra benefits from their positive contributions to the well being of people and nature—a sort of bank balance. As a result of this step, governments might find that just lowering the impact of one sector or industry can keep the nation’s total impact within planetary boundaries.

5. Institute a rental fee for the use of any part of the Earth System. Where towns have already instituted this measure, they have found that the taxation of labour became unnecessary. 

6. Create a National Fund for the fees thus received to help restore the Earth System and possibly eventually provide a basic income for all of that nation’s citizens.
7. Create a Preferred Nation Trading Status with nations that implement similar policies and thus support and be supported by nations with similar standard. Members of the resulting trading block would benefit in two ways: from the advantages that result from their individual good management of the Earth System economically and socially and the support from like-minded nations. 
When a tipping point is reached through the number of participating nations, the Earth’s System can be proclaimed a global commons to be managed by and for the benefit of all people and nature. 
III. Simultaneously with I and II, a Panel of Eminent Personalities is created
This would work with the UN Secretariat and the input of people globally on the development and implementation of a global system to manage the individual impact of all people on the Earth System and other global commons by a reconstituted Trusteeship Counsel for Global Commons.

For more information, please contact Myra Jackson: commonsactionun@gmail.com 
